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process of readjustment and a series of financial, emotional and social difficulties. To 

understand the extent of these hardships it is necessary to identify the specific consequences 

of imprisonment on families, measure the extent of these consequences and identify potential 

causes that reinforce their difficult circumstances. Reflecting upon a critical ethnography of 

prisoners’ families based at a UK prison visitors’ centre, this paper acknowledges and 

scrutinises the oppressive experiences imposed on families. This exploration revealed the 

imbalanced power relations between prison staff and the families during the visitation 

process, the financial vulnerabilities of families particularly with children and how their needs 

are largely ignored in the social welfare system. The vulnerability of families in the community 

is long-lasting such as, the unjust experiences of courtesy stigma, shaming and perceived 

social exclusion. This research calls for a transformation in our social consciousness, a 

broadening of the academic focus in carceral research, and encourages societal change to fully 

understand and empathise with these forgotten victims. 

 

Panel number: 24 – Presentation 3 

Bereft Behind Bars: A Phenomenological approach to prison research 

Author(s): Tia Simanovic, University of Strathclyde 

Abstract: 

This paper will discuss preliminary findings from a PhD study on prisoners’ experiences of 

bereavement, examined through a phenomenological framework. Phenomenology considers 

each individual to be an expert in their world and aims to reveal the essence of things. 

Prisoners experience a high incidence of death in their lifetime, yet qualitative research on this 

topic is scarce. This paper will present data from 33 interviews with male and female prisoners 

in two Scottish prisons.  

Initial analysis shows that the extent of engagement with bereavement and coping 

mechanisms used while imprisoned vary among individuals, as well as across prisons. In 

accordance with prior research, the intensity of bereavement depends on the relationship with 

the person who died, the length and frequency of imprisonment(s), as well as on the way of 

relaying this information to a prisoner. 

Despite highly individualized and distinct experiences of bereavement, phenomenological 

approach allows for the emergence of general, invariant knowledge on the topic examined. 

This paper will highlight the prevalence of death and bereavement among prisoner population, 

present the transferable findings that go beyond individuals’ accounts of the issue, discuss the 

potential role of prison in bereavement, and provide practice and policy implications.  

 

Panel number: 24 – Presentation 4 

Digitalisation in prison. An exploratory study of living and working in prisons 

in Belgium 

Author(s): Anouk Mertens, Eric Maes, NICC, Luc Robert, Ghent University 
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Abstract: 

Background: Prisons in Belgium are increasingly affected by the digital turn, which challenges 

living and working in it. Initiatives include e-learning, in-cell telephone, and a video call-

project. Newly opened prisons in Belgium even run a digital platform for prisoners, called 

PrisonCloud. So far, research studying digitalisation in prison is scarce. The aim of this 

research is therefore to assess how prisoners’ access to and use of digital technologies affect 

living and working in prison.   

Method: As part of a larger project, in which ethnographic research was conducted in a 

PrisonCloud prison, three prisons with a different extent of (non-PrisonCloud) digitalisation 

were selected: one prison with and one prison without in-cell telephone, and one prison with 

video-call possibilities. In these prisons, interviews were conducted with prisoners (n=18) and 

prison officers (n=14), focusing on their experiences on the access to and the use of digital 

technologies in prison and the impact of digitalisation on living and working in prison.  

Results: This presentation will focus on the impact of the access to and use of digital 

technologies on the experiences of prisoners, on the experiences, tasks and functions of prison 

officers, and on the prisoner-staff relationships. Based on the results of this study, the 

development of a survey about digitalisation will be discussed, challenges will be highlighted 

and recommendations will be formulated.  

 

Panel number: 25 – Presentation 1 

The Ethical Architecture Assessment Tool 

Author(s): Kelsey Engstrom, Leiden University 

Abstract: 

Prisons are complicated environments and they are expected to deliver many, and sometimes 

conflicting, interventions and outcomes. They also represent some of the least adaptable 

buildings, despite the ever-changing expectations placed upon them. Research on the 

relationship between prison architecture, experienced wellbeing, and prison climate remains 

underexplored. Through a systematic literature review, this study identifies aspects of prison 

design that may influence the wellbeing of incarcerated individuals and staff. From these 

findings, a two-part assessment tool is created to measure “ethical architecture” within prison 

buildings. Part I contains a survey to be completed by incarcerated individuals or staff. Part II 

is an evaluation form containing relevant prison-based administrative data to be collected by 

an on-site researcher. The assessment tool aims to improve the physical conditions 

experienced within prison environments and to address the research gap between the 

intersection of prison architecture, wellbeing, and prison climate.   

 

Panel number: 25 – Presentation 2 

Ex-military personnel as prison staff: Estimating the proportion of Armed 

Forces leavers within the prison workforce of England and Wales. 


