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Neolithic wetland sites in the Northern Alpine Foreland dating to the 4th M BCE provide an extraordinary data basis to study 

forms of (cross)regional connectedness. Since 2016, in the SNSF-project ‘Mobilities, entanglements and transformations in 

Neolithic societies on the Swiss Plateau (3900-3500 BC)’, we have addressed those phenomena by analysing styles and mate-

rials of pottery and lithic tools from dendrochronologically dated wetland sites. By adopting a newly elaborated mixed method 

approach, we have applied qualitative and quantitative methods of archaeology and archaeometry: impressionistic and comput-

er-aided pottery classification, thin section and (p)XRF, XRD and SEM analyses as well as macroscopic petrographic provenance 

determination of lithic tools. Thus, in the rhythm of decades, multiple regimes of mobility and triggered transformations in pro-

duction and consumption practices of things could be approached: 

Settlement communities at Lake Constance and in Upper Swabia were strongly entangled at the end of the 40th c. BCE. In con-

trast, entanglements intensified to Neckar, the Kraichgau and the Kaiserstuhl regions in the 39th c. BCE. Communities at Lake 

Zurich were connected with those in the Trois-Lacs, South Alsace, Lac de Clairvaux and Saône regions at the end of the 39th c. 

BCE. It was not until the middle of the 39th c. B.C. that these older networks of relationships gradually disintegrated in favour for 

northeast-oriented relations. In Central Switzerland entanglements show ties to the regions of Trois-Lacs, Lake Zurich and South 

Alsace at 39th to 37th c. BCE. However, the communities in the Trois-Lacs region were more connected with Eastern France 

during that time period. These results on pottery can be contrasted with those of flint tools. 

The examinations of directions and ranges of changing entanglements made different regimes of mobility visible, each referring 

to various supra-regional, multidirectional networks of relationships.
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Chamblandes burials were classified during the 19th century, and later radiocarbon-dated to the Neolithique Moyen (4500-3500 

B.C.) within Switzerland and parts of France and Italy. Earlier research suggested that collective burials developed within Cham-

blandes stone coffins in two distinct phases: first, only single burials in a stone coffin never reopened, later placing multiple and 

sequential burials by reusing the same coffin.

During my theses, I conducted studies on aspects of Chamblandes burials in Switzerland: first, a general comparison of burial 

sites, with a main goal of working out possible trends in treatment of entombed individuals concerning their age and sex. 

As a follow-up analysis, the exceptionally well documented necropolis of Lausanne-Vidy - one of several sites of the the late 5th 

to middle 4th millennium B.C. in Western Switzerland clustered around Lake Geneva - was studied for demographic as well as spa-

tial and temporal distributions. As a swiss key site, where single and multiple burials occur together, it constitutes an excellent 

data pool for understanding the ritual changes of that time.

Based on the anthropological data it was possible to study demographic factors and social structures of the burial community 

and giving additional information on the sequence of single and collective burials through time and space. 

Generally, burials showed a large share of individuals deceased at a young age. While grave goods are rare within Chamblandes 

context, at Lausanne-Vidy especially children were buried with imperishable goods, mainly jewellery.

Based on the burials‘ distribution and density, combined with demographic data, it became clear that rather than graves embod-

ying family relationships, the necropolis represents a village community. 

Results showed that collective burials already start with the beginning of the necropolis, making a two phase model unlikely, and 

that there was almost no distinction in treatment regarding age or sex of the deceased.
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Until today Southern German Neolithic archaeology has been dominated by the culture historical approach, resting strongly on 

stylistic pottery analysis. For the early 3rd Millennium BC scholars have defined multiple regional „culture groups“, often divided 

by modern political borders, being suggestive of regionally distinct and separate stylistic developments. 


