
Introduction 
 
Aims and Scope 
 
The European Journal of Policing Studies is a peer-reviewed journal that publishes articles addressing 
the topic of policing and police studies in the broad sense. EJPS aims to provide insights into 
contemporary policing debates. It focuses on issues that are of interest to the police and other 
policing actors, and that shape (the future of) policing.  
 
It offers contributions in a broad domain, including contemporary academic (empirical) research on 
policing (by the police as well as other actors), phenomena that may be of interest to policing actors, 
education, policing strategies and styles, accountability and democratic rights, legal and political 
developments and policing policy and practice. 
 
With its primary aim of disclosing European research into, views on and analyses of policing to the 
international community, EJPS wants to reach both policing researchers and practitioners. In its 
ambition to help overcome the language barrier, EJPS aims to disclose research from countries which 
often remain out of sight in publications and also applauds international comparative research. 
 
The Journal concentrates on contributions from European countries, but contributions from other 
countries are also welcomed, if they provide added value for the European context. EJPS aspires to 
have an international reach and the editors aim for inclusion in the Thomson Reuters database (Web 
of Science). It is published four times a year, aiming for a combination of mixed issues (dealing with 
several topics, consisting of proactive submissions) and special issues (focused on a specific theme 
and hosted by one or more guest editor(s)). 
 
EJPS offers quick but thorough review procedures through the expert guidance of an international 
editorial board and invites authors to submit their articles through the online web application. 
 
Current Issue  
 
The current, third issue (vol 2, nr 3) is the first issue of 2014. It is a mixed issue and covers four 

different topics. In this issue, the four articles discuss the findings of studies with a primarily national 

focus, shedding light on policing issues in the Netherlands and Norway. 

In the first article of this issue, Mariëlle den Hengst-Bruggeling, Bart de Graaf and Peter van 
Scheepstal (the Netherlands) discuss whether and how we can increase the effectiveness of policing 
through the use of intelligence-led policing (ILP). More specifically, by means of a case study in the 
Netherlands, they show that the system dynamics model is an appropriate model to study the effects 
of ILP.  
 
In the second article of this issue, Thomas Dillern, Ole Ragnar Norheim Jenssen and Jørgen 
Ingebrigtsen (Norway) describe the general physical characteristics of the next generation of 
Norwegian police officers. Through their study of physical fitness and anthropometry, they make a 
first assessment of the fitness of a group of Police University College students.  
 
The third contribution by Pål Lagestad (Norway) also focuses on the Police University College in 
Norway, but examines the teaching methods. The author emphasizes the need for linking theory 
with practice and suggests an obligatory participation in police patrols or general police work as a 
basic requirement for those who teach social science at the Police University College.  
 



The closing article of this issue reviews the use of the concept of safety and its omnipresence in 
policy rhetoric and government agendas. Through their analysis, Sandra Resodihardjo and Ruth Prins 
(the Netherlands) show how the safety concept has increased in usage, but also expanded in the 
sense that problems are more and more defined as safety problems. This has been a slow but steady 
process, resulting in a firmly embedded concept of ‘integrated safety’ after 20 years.  
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